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Is it time to upgrade your sirens?
Is your siren a former air raid siren from World War II? Through an application
process, the Nebraska Emergency Management Agency (NEMA) may have
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program funding available, administered by the
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). The grants are provided to
State and local governments to implement long-term mitigation measures
after a major disaster declaration. The purpose of the program is to reduce
loss of life and property due to natural disasters and to enable mitigation
measures to be implemented during the immediate recovery from disaster.
All projects are cost shared at 75% federal funding and a 25% local match.

Step 1: Include the need in your Multi-jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan. Determine if siren
upgrade is included in the Plan. New plan? - Make sure it is included.
Step 2: Submit a Notice of Interest for Hazard Mitigation Grant Funding- Construction Project
to NEMA. Enclose the part of your plan that states the need. Include the estimated cost.
Add community contact information and mail to NEMA.

Image credit: Toronto’s Siren, 1950s

Step 3: When funding becomes available, NEMA will notify you of potential funding availability via email and recommend you prepare an
application. WCNDD can assist you with the lengthy application process which includes the required environmental review.
Step 4: Obtain a courtesy cost proposal for the installation of new equipment. Include any underground trenching costs, new wiring
needs, removal of old equipment, remote control needs and possible increase in number of sirens.
Step 5: Prepare letter of financial commitment - 25% cash match must be included along with who is responsible for long-term
maintenance of the project. The local government as the applicant must approve and sign the application.
Step 6: You will be notified by FEMA that your application has been approved (or not), the amount of funds provided, and the time
frame in which your project must be completed. You cannot begin work on your project until the contracts have been signed and
NEMA has given you a Notice to Proceed.
Once your Notice of Interest has been submitted to NEMA, it is placed in a que for application submission. If you decide that you are not
immediately ready to move forward with an application at the time of available funding notification, your Notice of Interest will still be
in effect. The next time funding is available and you are ready to proceed, you would need to contact NEMA that you are submitting an
application.

Is it time for your siren upgrade? Contact CJ Poltack for more details & to discuss your project at 308-284-6077.
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Happenings….
Be on the watch for our new robust and expanded website. We are
planning the launch for early February.
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Introducing:

Meeting you where you are…
It is our mission to meet you where you are. With that in mind, the staﬀ
will be planning county wide Q & A sessions that we will begin rolling out
at the end of the month. Let us know what struggles and obstacles you
are facing so that we can assist you.
Contact kbourque@west-central-nebraska.com to get your county on the schedule.

Do you have members of your community that are
thinking of starting a business?
West Central will be hosting a webinar series geared towards Start-Ups.
We will be kicking it oﬀ this spring so stayed tune for the details. The first
session will cover validating the business idea.
So many times a business gets started without doing a thorough market
evaluation which sets it up for struggles or even failure. This webinar will
provide tools for the would-be entrepreneur, helping them get started on
the right foot.

New utilization for GIS
Housing is a recurring area of concern for many of our communities.
Upon trying to appeal to newcomers to our region, it makes sense that
many of you are looking at ways to list your available rental properties.
GIS can help you with that.

Do you have something that may benefit the region and is
a good fit for our newsletter?
Contact Kathy: kbourque@west-central-nebraska.com

Jane Skinner
City of Ogallala
Clerk
Jane has been employed by the
City of Ogallala since 1999. She
grew up in Columbus, NE and
received her Bachelor of Science
in Business Management from
the UNL in 1989.
Her favorite part of her position
as City Clerk is the changing job
duties. Every day is diﬀerent from
the next, which really makes the
time fly! She is a Certified
Municipal Clerk and is working
towards the Master Municipal
Clerk distinction. In 2012, Jane
received The Outstanding Clerk
Award from the Nebraska
Municipal Clerks Association.
She also holds the title of
Certified CDBG Grant
Administrator.
Outside of watching her children
in their various activities, Jane
enjoys her hobby of Amateur
Radio with her husband Mark.
Her Extra Class FCC issued call
sign is KB0IWC and her most
memorable contact was with the
Space Shuttle Columbia in 1993.
She also recently became a
volunteer in the Keith County
Citizen Emergency Response
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Team (CERT).

